Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.002 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.103; data-to-parameter ratio = 16.6.
In the title compound, C 14 H 15 N 3 O 2 , the C C(H)-C O grouping and the imidazolidine ring are coplanar as a result of an intramolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bond and extended electronic conjugation. Intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO and O-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds help to establish the packing.
Related literature
For related literature, see: Wang & Huang (1996) . Mo K radiation = 0.09 mm À1 T = 113 (2) K 0.10 Â 0.08 Â 0.06 mm
Experimental

Crystal data
Data collection
Rigaku Saturn diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (CrystalClear; Rigaku, 2005) T min = 0.982, T max = 0.994 9551 measured reflections 2994 independent reflections 2534 reflections with I > 2(I) R int = 0.036 Refinement R[F 2 > 2(F 2 )] = 0.041 wR(F 2 ) = 0.103 S = 1.10 2994 reflections 180 parameters H atoms treated by a mixture of independent and constrained refinement Á max = 0.32 e Å À3 Á min = À0.18 e Å À3 Table 1 Selected torsion angles ( ).
À18.34 (13) N1-C3-C4-N2 17.71 (12) C4-N2-C5-N1 11.16 (14) C3-N1-C5-N2
1.74 (14) Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: CrystalClear (Rigaku, 2005); cell refinement: CrystalClear; data reduction: CrystalClear; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 1997); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 1997); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Bruker, 1997); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
We thank Haibin Song at Nankai University for the X-ray crystallographic determination. Heterocyclic ketene aminals (HKAs) are versatile synthons for heterocyclic synthesis. The title compound, (I), (Fig. 1) , which possesses a β-hydroxyethyl group on the nitrogen atom of the imidazolidine ring, is a member of this family (Wang & Huang, 1996) .
Due to the extended conjugation in the molecule, some abnormal geometrical parameters occur. For example, O2-C8 = 1.2487 (14) Å, which is longer than a normal double bond; the length of N1-C5 [1.3435 (16) Å] and N2-C5 [1.3366 (16) Å] are shorter than those of normal C-N single bonds; the length of C5-C6 [1.4348 (17) Å] double bond is longer than that of a normal C=C bond. The atoms of imidazoline ring in this compound (I) are approximately coplanar, in which, the torsion angle of C3-N1-C5-N2 is 1.74 (17)°, the torsion angle of C4-N2-C5-N1 is 11.16 (14)°, and the torsion
The molecules are linked by intermolecular N-H···O hydrogen bonds and O-H···N bonds (Table 1 ). There is also an intramolecular hydrogen bond involving the O2 and amide N2 atoms.
Experimental
The title compound was prepared according to the procedure of Wang & Huang (1996) 8, 163.6, 140.6, 129.8, 127.6, 127.4, 121.6, 64.5, 59.6, 50.4, 48.9, 41.6 p.p.m.. MS: m/z = 257 (M+, 29) ,226 (7), 212 (6), 160 (14), 105 (100). Anal. Calcd. for C 14 H 15 N 3 O 2 : C 65. 35, H 5.88, N 16.33; found: C 65.39, H 5.77, N 16.42 .
Refinement
The N-and O-bound H atoms were located in a difference map and freely refined. The C-bound H atoms were placed in geometrically idealized positions (C-H = 0.95-1.00 Å) and refined as riding with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C). Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > 2sigma(F 2 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 )
x y z U iso */U eq O1 0.30219 (13) 0.59907 (7) 0.03041 (9) 0.0280 (2) (7) 0.0331 (7) 0.0005 (5) 0.0087 (5) −0.0024 (5) C12 0.0190 (6) 0.0216 (7) 0.0326 (7) −0.0043 (5) 0.0102 (5 
